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Does anybody remember where the summer of ’04 went?  We actually could see a dusting of 
snow on the tops of the Ruby Mountains last Wednesday!! 
 
It’s been a really busy summer for the Elko office staff.  The 2004 Brand Book was finally 
completed and sent out despite the numerous difficulties with the “new and improved” computer 
program.  The first run of the Head Tax for all counties statewide by this office was completed 
and record returns were received.  The Head Tax is one of the main revenue sources for the 
Brand Division.  Cara is to be congratulated for all her hard work in developing a new database 
for the Head Tax program and having to listen to the irate phone calls from folks who didn’t 
understand that they had been paying this through the counties for years (or maybe they hadn’t?), 
and those who got 2 letters by accident. 
 
Speaking of HEAD TAX, we will be sending out a list to all Deputy Brand Inspectors of who in 
your county has paid this year.  With this list will be some Declaration forms.  As you go about 
your fall brand inspections, please check the list to see if each person or ranch that you inspect 
for is on the Head Tax paid list.  If not, hand them a declaration form and remind them that it is 
required by law, and that the Department could deny brand inspections and movement of 
livestock if a declaration is not filed and the assessment not paid.  We are especially concerned 
about out of state grazers.  They could be denied entry to Nevada for grazing next year if they 
don’t pay their Head Tax. 
  
Please note on the brand inspection certificate that you handed out a declaration and get a 
complete mailing address for that person/ranch on the top of the certificate.  If they want to fill 
out the declaration and pay you right then, good.  Accept it and send the completed declaration in 
with your paperwork.    

 
Holidays-Upcoming state recognized holidays are: Labor Day, September 6; Nevada Admission 
Day, October 29; and Veterans Day, November 11.  Please try not to schedule work on those 
days.  If you are called about working on a holiday, ask if it can be done the day before or the 
day after the holiday.  Otherwise, we must charge time and mileage in all cases regardless of 
number of head. 
 
Personnel-The following have left the Department, we thank them for their service:  Greg 
Kilgore from Round Mountain, Nancy Szymanski from Northwest Las Vegas, and Mary Kenyon 
from Las Vegas. 
 
 
The Department wishes to welcome the following new or upgraded employees:  Ray 
Kretschmer, new brand inspector in Smoky Valley, and George Stipes, new Agriculture 



Enforcement officer in Boulder City who just completed his Nevada POST requirements. 
 
I would also like to note that Janet Beard has transferred from Pahrump to Elko.  Supervisor 
Ryan will be looking for another inspector in Pahrump but until then, Randall Bridges will have 
to shoulder the load. 
 
Ag Enforcement-I would like to extend a special thank you to the Agriculture Enforcement 
officers and Brand Inspector II’s for the outstanding job they all did at the US-NTSB 72 hr. 
commercial vehicle checksite on I-80 in June.  They got to be the first to try out the new 
Homeland Security Command Post trailer in Elko where it was both hot and windy, cold and 
wet, and all with a liberal dose of mosquito’s!  They inspected 204 commercial trucks and 
vehicles carrying agriculture products, commodities or livestock; issued 20 warnings and 9 court 
citations. 

   
On behalf of myself and the Agriculture Enforcement officers and Mr. Mendes, I would like to 
commend Shari Buchanan for all her help and excellent record keeping that facilitated the 
conviction of Brian Peacock, aka. Salty Van Kirk, and the recovery of Mr. Mendes’ cattle.   
Good job, Shari! 
 
Beef Council and Check-off-As you may know, the Supreme Court of the U.S. has agreed to 
hear the case regarding the constitutionality of the Beef Check-off.  It probably won’t happen 
until after the first of the year.  In the mean time, the Check-off has received a stay, which 
enables collections to go on until the Supreme Court issues a ruling.  So we will continue to 
collect the Check-off dollar/head as we have contracted for, until we hear differently. 

 
 In that regard, the Division, as well as the Nevada Beef Council, was recently audited by the 
National Beef Check-off for compliance.  The main complaint that they dinged us on was money 
not being turned in on time.  They can assess the Division a 2% late fee for all monies not 
turned in to the Beef Council within 30 days.  Therefore, Brand Inspectors must turn in your 
paperwork and accompanying monies every two weeks as mandated by Nevada law.  You 
have to do it sooner or later, so you might as well do it on time and save us all some problems. 
 
Brand Inspection-All Brand Inspectors, including sale yard inspectors.  We have had several 
cases lately where folks have gotten a divorce or one partner has died and in some cases the 
estates are contested, and our brand inspectors have written the inspection certificate to only one 
name, usually the person who is at the shipping corral.  The sale yards will make the check out to 
the person whose name is on the certificate.  Check your Brand Book, if the brand is registered to 
more than one person, be sure to make the certificate out to all persons on the registration so the 
check will require all signatures to cash.  Otherwise, in the case of a divorce or contested will, 
the one who gets to the brand inspector first, gets to sell the livestock and pockets the money.  
Then they come back on the Department. 
 
Just a reminder, that Simplot Livestock purchases a lot of cattle from video auctions.  They have 
asked that those brand inspectors who write inspections on cattle they bought through a video 



auction and are being delivered to Simplot have the name of the seller and the name of the 
auction company (Superior, Western Video, etc.) on the “From” line in the upper left corner.  
Buyers like Simplot actually pay the auction company so this is for their accounting purposes. 
 
Property Damage Reports-If you are ever involved in a situation, either in a state car or your 
own vehicle while on the job, where a member of the public is injured or has had their property 
lost or damaged, you need to complete an incident report as soon as possible.  Do not tell the 
member of the public that the State will be reimbursing them as that determination needs to be 
made by the Office of the Attorney General.  Please advise them that if they wish to make a 
claim they need to complete the Tort Claim form.  If you need one, you can obtain the Tort 
Claim form or the Incident Report form by calling the Elko office. 
 
US Individual Animal Id.- The Northwest Pilot Project for the National Animal Identification 
System (NAIS) has been funded.  This is a pilot project that includes Nevada, Idaho, Utah, 
Oregon, Washington, and possibly Wyoming.  In the next few months volunteer participants 
from producers to sale yards, order buyers, feedlots, packers and all segments of the beef 
industry will be assigned premise Id. numbers and get tags for their animals.  These animals will 
attempt to be tracked using brands and RFID tags through their normal movements for at least 1 
year.  The data will be collected and stored for possible trace-back should a test be implemented.  
The objective is to see if trace-back can be accomplished in 48 hours or less whenever needed.  
Brand inspectors in the area of Pilot Project Producers will be notified. 
 
Livestock Buyers – Be sure to check your Dealers List when doing inspections.  If the buyer is 
not licensed and bonded in the State of Nevada, please let us know as soon as possible.  Let the 
seller know that unlicensed buyers are not bonded and are not in compliance with NRS 576.020. 
      
HOTSHEET- The recent upbeat and record setting cattle market has come with a price.  We are 
experiencing a record number of cattle being reported missing.  They could be either lost, strayed 
or stolen.  Also, we had some pretty tough weather last winter in some parts of the state 
including some of the winter ranges. 
 
With this newsletter is a “HOTSHEET” which lists the victims, the county where the livestock 
were reported missing, the brands, locations, earmarks, class and breed or type of livestock, and 
other remarks including secondary irons.  We will make this a regular addition to the quarterly 
newsletter. 
 
We ask that you become familiar with the “HOTSHEET,” especially with shipping season 
beginning.  If cattle with irons like those on the “HOTSHEET” are presented to you for 
inspection, make sure the shipper has the proper proof of ownership.  If you, by chance, notice 
any cattle bearing irons on the “HOTSHEET,” in the wrong place, please notify your supervisor 
or the Elko office immediately.  Deputy Brand Inspectors are the eyes, ears and backbone of 
the Division.  As mentioned earlier, Shari Buchanan was probably the single most important 
person in recovering the Mendes cattle and convicting “Salty” Van Kirk.  She was able, from her 
certificates, to provide investigators with vehicle types, license plate numbers, known associates 
and cattle destinations. 
 
Be alert and aware while doing even routine inspections. 
 
Thanks to all Deputy Brand Inspectors for the job you do! 


